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3.2.2  Number of books and chapters in edited volumes/books published and papers 
published in national/ international conference proceedings per teacher during the year 

2023-24 

Sl
. 
N
o. 

Name of the 
teacher 

Title of the 
book/chapters  
published 

Title of the 
paper 

Year of 
publicat
ion 

ISBN/ISSN 
number of 
the 
proceeding 

Affiliating 
Institute at 
the time of 
publicatio
n 

Name of the 
publisher 

1 SathiSaha Higher Education Faculty 
for Mission Life 

Lifestyle 
Changes for 
Environment 

and 
Sustainability 

2024 978-81-
964423-7-8 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

Star Press 
and 

Publications 

2 Dr.SumitHowl
adar` 

Contextualizing Suicide: 
Understanding Social 

Contract, Establishment 
and Agency 

 Jul-23 ISBN: 978-
91-89764-

25-5 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

Redshine 
Publication 

3 ShabanaSalah
uddin 

Philosophical 
Interventions in 

Language, Literature and 
Critical Thinking 

Analysis of the 
Idea of Justice 

in Plato's 
Philosophy 

01.03. 
2024 

978-81-
969016-1-5 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

Sarkar Library 
Publications 

4 SalauddinShai
kh 

Public Policy and Indian 
Administration 

Rashtrakortrik
Niyog o 

OposaroneKen
driyoRashtrok

ortrik 
Commission 

ebongRajyaRa
shtrokortrikCo
mmissinerBhu

mika, 
ProshashoneS

adharon o 
BisheshgyaBit

orko 

Jan-24 978-93-
95355-37-7 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

Arambagh 
Book House 

5 
DR. HENA 

PAUL 

DEVELOPMENT OF  
RHUTHENIUM  
COMPLEXES AS 
 ANTICANCER    

2023 
ISBN: 978-
91-89764-

34-7 
  

red' shine 
PUBLICATION

,  
SWEDEN 



AGENTS 

6 

DR. LALAN 
CHANDRA 
MANDAL 

Green Chemistry and 
Sustainable Technology : 
Photocatalysis for 
Environmental 
Remediation and Energy 
Production Recent 
Advances and 
Applications 

Visible Light 
Mediated Click 
Chemistry May-23 

ISSN 2196-
6982, ISSN 
2196-6990 

(electronic), 
ISBN 978-3-

031-27706-1, 
ISBN 978-3-
031-27707-8 

(eBook)  

Krishna 
Chandra 
College Springer 

Nature 
Switzerland 
AG 

7 

DR. LALAN 
CHANDRA 
MANDAL 

INTERNATIONAL PEER 
REVIEWED EDITED BOOK 
‘’Recent Trends in 
Multidisciplinary 
Research (Vol-8) 

A brief 
analysis on 
findings of 
alkaloid 
architectures 
in Rauvolfia 
Tetraphylla L. 
(Apocynaceae) Sep-23 

ISBN: 978-
91-89764-

50-7 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

red' shine 
PUBLICATION

,  
SWEDEN 

 
Dr. Shyamal 
Kr. Jash 

Chapter 6. 
Nonconventional solvents 
for the isolation of 
natural products 

  2023 
ISBN: 
9783111243
740 

Krishna 
Chandra 
College 

Berlin, 
Boston: De 
Gruyte 

8 

DR. HENA 
PAUL 

DEVELOPMENT OF  
RHUTHENIUM  
COMPLEXES AS 
 ANTICANCER  

AGENTS   

2023 
ISBN: 978-
91-89764-

34-7 
  

red' shine 
PUBLICATION

,  
SWEDEN 

9 DR PALLAV 
JYOTI PAL 

MULTIVARIATE 
CALCULUS 

 2024 ISBN-
9766119777
273 

 TECHNO 
WORLD 

1
0 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

Introduction to Poetry: 
A Comprehensive 
Study of Selected 
British Poetry 
(Elizabethan to Modern 
Period)  

  

2023 
978-93-
81231-94-4 

  The Book 
World 

1
1 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

Introduction to prose A 
Comprehensive Study 
of Selected Essays And 
Short Stories 
(Elizabethen to Modern 
Period)  

  2024 
978-93-
81231-67-8 

  The Book 
World 

1
2 Arindam 

Ghosh 

Introduction to 
Functional English: A 
Comprehensive 
Companion  

  2024 
978-93-
81231- 76-0 

  The Book 
World 

1
3 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

English Literature: 
Texts, Contexts and 
Concepts, Edited by Dr 
Surendra Kumar Sao, 
Dr Anurag Ambasta  

Joyce’s 
Aesthetic 
Odyssey: 

Recontextuali
zing the 

Reader’s 

2023 
978-93-
92459-13-9 

  Malik and 
Sons 



Encounter 
with 

Finnegans 
Wake 

1
4 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

From Quills to 
Keyboards Critical 
Essays on English 
Literature Edited by Dr 
Protibha Mukherjee 
Sahukar Dr Surendra 
Kumar Sao  

Disrupting the 
Borderlines of 

Real and 
Unreal 

through 
Cultural 

Syncretism: 
Reimagining 

History, 
Memory, and 

Tradition in 
Salman 

Rushdie's The 
Enchantress of 

Florence 

2024 
978-93-
92459-36-8 

  Malik and 
Sons 

1
5 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

Writers of Indian 
Diaspora Edited by 
Bijender Singh, 
Protibha Mukherjee 
Sahukar 
and Surendra Kumar 
Sao 

Hearts at the 
Helm of 

Havoc: A 
Literary 

Exploration 
of Communal 

Strife in 
Shashi 

Tharoor’s 
Riot: A Love 

Story  

2024 
978-1-0364-
1016-2 

  
Cambridge 
Scholars 
Publishing 

1
6 

Arindam 
Ghosh 

Introduction to Poetry: 
A Comprehensive 
Study of Selected 
British Poetry 
(Elizabethan to Modern 
Period)  

  

2023 
978-93-
81231-94-4 

  The Book 
World 

 

Total No. of Books and Chapters Published: 16 
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entered in the first homogeneity 
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Assistant Professor 

As a field of study suicide presents before us a peculiar philosophical and moral limbo. This paper tries to look at this critical issue from the lens of the theory of social contract. Since suicide deals with a certain sense of desire, it is a tremendous political act. In the contemporary socio-political setup, the space for the assertion of a sense of agency varies tremendously between the state and the individual where the former is completely dominating, There is a process of patronization and not of belongingness Which the paper argues initiates a process of dehumanization. The larger noton of criminality involved with suicide is a prominent exemplar of this tendency. From the perspective of ushering in social cohesion, the focal point of public policy seems to be disciplining via retributive justice instead of a triuly welfare-oriented setup. It is the sense of autonomy which the Paper argues is severely compromised in the present setup of societal Telations and hence is a gross violation of the social contract that man 

Department of Political Science 

Creates 
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which is one of the basic premises of the social contract. The complete 

the line between integration and 
is mixed up thus compromising the democratization process 

to a mere slave to the contract. The paper argues tha° interestingly the act of committing suicide can be viewed both as an act of termination of this Social contract and as a step to revive and redefine it. Suicide is a power struggle that challenges the moral-legal authority of the state and 
4 arger sense of angst withm the societal setup, h establishes the 
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the sense of agency transforms the individual from a signatory 

hence 
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❖ ABSTRACT: 
Rauvolfia tetraphylla Linn. (syn. R. canescens L., family: Apocynaceae) is a 
plant species known for its potential medicinal properties, often attributed 
to its alkaloid content. Alkaloids are natural organic compounds found in 
various plant species, and they often possess pharmacological properties. In 
Rauvolfia tetraphylla, several alkaloids have been identified, and their 
architectures play a significant role in the plant's medicinal properties.  In 
this study, I conducted a comprehensive analysis of alkaloid architectures 
present in Rauvolfia tetraphylla L. leaves. These findings shed light on the 
chemical composition of this plant and offer insights into potential 
pharmacological applications. Further research is encouraged to explore 
the therapeutic potential of these alkaloids and their broader implications 
in the field of natural product chemistry and medicine. This study 
underscores the importance of investigating alkaloid-rich plants like 
Rauvolfia tetraphylla L. for their potential contributions to pharmaceutical 
and medicinal science. 
 
Keywords: Rauvolfia tetraphylla L. (Apocynaceae), Phytochemical screening, 
Isolated Compounds, Alkaloids, Structures  
 

❖ INTRODUCTION:  
Plants have served as essential resources for humanity since the inception of 
human civilization on Earth, providing sustenance, clothing, shelter, fiber, 
fuel, and medicine. Throughout the ages, plants have remained the 
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fundamental building blocks of traditional medicinal systems, offering 
mankind an enduring source of innovative therapies [1]. 
 
The genus Rauvolfia, belonging to the Apocynaceae family and comprises 
herbs or shrubs characterized by leaves. Rauvolfia is widely distributed across 
tropical regions and contains a diverse array of alkaloids. This noteworthy 
attribute was initially recognized by Greshoff in 1890. The history of 
Rauvolfia's discovery traces back to the 16th century, and to this day, 
approximately 130 species of Rauvolfia have been identified, thriving in 
tropical and semi-tropical regions across the northern and southern 
hemispheres. In 1703, Charles Plumier bestowed the name "Rauvolfia" upon 
this genus in tribute to Rauwolf Leonhard (1535‒1596), a German botanist 

who explored the plant's potential as a medicinal resource. Within this genus, 
two highly significant medicinal species are noteworthy: Rauvolfia serpentina 
(L.) Benth. ex Kurz, commonly known as "sarpagandha" in India, and 
Rauvolfia tetraphylla L. Both of these species contain bioactive alkaloids 
with specific biological properties. Rauvolfia tetraphylla L., commonly 
known as "Kurchi" or "Indian Snakeroot". It is native to the Indian 
subcontinent and is known for its traditional use in Ayurvedic and other 
traditional systems of medicine which possesses a wide array of significant 
applications [2, 3]. 
 
This small, evergreen woody shrub exhibits abundant branching and is native 
to regions including the West Indies, Northern and Southern America. 
Moreover, it has naturalized in several countries, including India, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, China, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Myanmar. In India, 
this plant can be found in the plains of numerous Indian states, including 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal, 
Madhya Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, and Assam. The plant is reservoirs of 
variety types of compounds including alkaloids, terpenoids, polyphenolic 
compounds etc. alkaloids are important compounds with a wide range of 
biological, ecological, and cultural significance. The present article will 
highlights the presence of diversified alkaloids compounds within the plants.  
 

❖ PHYTOCHEMICAL SCREENING: 
Rauvolfia tetraphylla is known for its rich array of secondary metabolites, 
predominantly alkaloids. Among these, reserpine stands out as a significant 
alkaloid within R. tetraphylla. Through meticulous chromatographic and 
spectral analyses, researchers have successfully isolated various secondary 
compounds from different components of R. tetraphylla, elucidating their 
chemical structures. 
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Djerassi et al. [4] contributed to the elucidation of the structures of two 
alkaloids, tetraphylline and tetraphyllicine, obtained from the root of R. 
tetraphylla. In one study conducted by Klohs et al. [5], reserpine was 
extracted from the roots of R. tetraphylla. Another exploration led to the 
isolation of two ester alkaloids, raunescine and isoraunescine, from R. 
tetraphylla [6]. Additionally, Stoll and Hofmann [7] identified two alkaloids, 
canescine and pseudoyohimbine, in the root extract of R. tetraphylla. 
Heterophyllin, another alkaloid, was successfully isolated from the roots of R. 
tetraphylla [8]. Furthermore, researchers isolated an alkaloid known as 
Recanescine, which lacks the methoxyl group found in the C-11 position of 
reserpine and possesses sedative and hypotensive properties [9, 10]. In a 
separate study, raunescine (later renamed as canembine), an alkaloid, was 
identified in the root extract of R. tetraphylla [11]. Pseudoreserpine, an 
alkaloid with hypotensive and sedative properties, was isolated from the root 
as well [12]. Belikov [13] conducted research that led to the isolation of 
various alkaloids, including ajmaline, ajmalieine, arieine, reserpiline, α-
yohimbine, sarpagine, and reserpine, from both the roots and epigeal parts of 
R. tetraphylla. Notably, a novel sarpagine-type alkaloid named N (α)-
Demethylaccedine was isolated from the stem bark of R. tetraphylla 
[14].Using HPTLC analysis, reserpine and ajmalicine were identified in the 
root of R. tetraphylla [15]. Additionally, alkaloids such as 10-
methoxytetrahydroalstonine, isoreserpiline, α-yohimbine, and reserpiline 
were isolated from the chloroform fraction of R. tetraphylla leaves through 
pH-zone-refining fast centrifugal partition chromatography [16]. Panda et al. 
[17] conducted a comprehensive study, revealing varying concentrations of 
reserpine across different parts of R. tetraphylla. The highest reserpine 
content was observed in the roots, followed by the stem and leaves.The leaves 
of R. tetraphylla were also found to contain six indole alkaloids, including 
isoreserpiline, 10-methoxytetrahydroalstonine, 11-demethoxyreserpiline, 10-
demethoxyreserpiline, α-yohimbine, and reserpiline [18].Through bioassay-
guided isolation from Rauvolfia tetraphylla L. leaves, three alkaloid 
compounds were successfully isolated and characterized. These compounds 
include Curan-17-oic acid, 18, 19-Secoyohimban, and Reserpiline [26] 
Table 1 provide comprehensive information on the various isolated 
compounds, parts of the plants and methods used for their identification. 
Whereas, Table 2 identified phytochemical groups have been identified from 
various parts of the Rauvolfia tetraphylla. Furthermore, Figure 1, 2, 3 and 4 
display the chemical structures of alkaloids found in Rauvolfia tetraphylla. 
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Identified compounds Part Method Refere
nce 

Reserpine Callus TLC, 
HPLC 

[19] 

Yohimbine Leaf HPTLC [20] 

Reserpine Stem HPTLC, 
MS 

[21] 

Rauvotetraphyllines A–

E,nortetraphyllicine,raucaffricine,peraksine,alston
ine,sarpagine,3-

hydroxysarpagine,dihydroperaksine,10-
hydroxydihydroperaksine 

Aerial 
parts 

 
IR, 

HPLC, 
NMR 

 
[22] 

Rauvotetraphyllines F–H,17-epi-
rauvotetraphyllineF 

and21-epi-rauvotetraphyllineH 

Aerial 
parts 

IR, 
HPLC, 
NMR 

[23] 

Ajmaline,yohimbine,a-
yohimbine,aricine,isoreserpine,corynanthine, 

deserpidine,reserpiline,isoreserpiline,lankanescine 

Root, 
bark,lea

ves 

UV, IR, 
NMR,MS 

[24] 

Reserpine Root HPLC-
ESI, MS 

[25] 

 
Curan-17-oic acid , 18, 19-Secoyohimban, and 

Reserpiline 

 
Leaf 

HPLC,N
MR, 

IR,GC-
MS 

[26] 

10-methoxytetrahydroalstonine,reserpiline,α- 
yohimbine,isoreserpiline 

Leaf HPTLC [27] 

3-
Isoreserpine,ajmalicine,ajmaline,yohimbine,reser

pine 

Leaf HPTLC-
MS 

[28] 

8-Octadecenoicacid,Pentadecanoicacid,2,(2- 
Carboxyvinyl)pyridine,Heptadecanoicacid,3(2H)- 

Phenanthrenone 

 
Leaf 

 

GC-MS 

[2
9] 

Table 1: Isolated compounds from R. tetraphylla L 
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Identified various phytochemicalgroup Part Referenc
e 

Terpenoids,tannins,flavonoids,alkaloids,phenols Leaf [30] 
Alkaloids,tannins,steroids,saponins,cardiacglycosides Leaf,stem [31] 

Alkaloids,tannin,steroid Leaf,stem
, root 

[17] 

Alkaloids,steroids,tannins,phenols,saponins,flavonoids Leaf [32] 
Alkaloids,flavonoids,tannins,saponins Leaf,fruit [33] 

Alkaloids,tannins,flavonoids,saponins,terpenes Leaf [34] 
Alkaloids,flavonoids,saponins,tanninsandphenols Leaf [35] 
Tannins,flavonoids,saponins,glycosides,phenols, 

terpenoids,steroids 
Root [36] 

Steroid,alkaloid,phenoliccompounds,catechin,tannin Leaf [37] 
Alkaloid,flavonoid,steroid,saponin,tannin Leaf [38] 

Tannins,flavonoids,alkaloids,terpenoids Leaf [39] 

Steroids,alkaloids,phenoliccompounds,tannins,catechin Leaf [40] 
Steroids,alkaloids,flavonoids,phenolics,glycosides Leaf,fruit [41] 
Saponins,terpenoids,flavonoids,coumarin,alkaloids Leaf [42] 

Alkaloids,flavonoids,glycosides,saponins,tannins,steroi
ds 

Leaf [43] 

Tannins,flavonoids,cardiacglycosides Leaf [44] 
Flavonoids,alkaloids,phytosterols,glycosides,saponins, 

tannins,triterpenoids 
Leaf [45] 

Alkaloids,glycosides,tannins,phenols,saponins Leaf [29] 
Table 2: Various phytochemical groups isolated from R. tetraphylla L. 
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❖ CONCLUSION: 

The present study has provided valuable insights into the alkaloid structures 
present in Rauvolfia Tetraphylla L. (Apocynaceae). These findings contribute 
to our understanding of the chemical composition of Rauvolfia Tetraphylla L. 
and may have implications for its potential pharmacological and medicinal 
applications. Further research in this area is warranted to explore the full 
scope of these alkaloids and their potential benefits. This study underscores 
the significance of continued investigation into the natural compounds present 
in medicinal plants like Rauvolfia Tetraphylla L. for their potential 
therapeutic uses. 
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Introduction 

Inviting the Muse : Introducing the Genre of Poetry 
Arindam Ghosh 

I 

Capturing Life's Symphony: Defining Poetry 
At first, I found it hard to understand when such categories were ritually invoked, 
why people felt that they could only respond to literature that replicated their 
own experience of race, class, or gender... The last thing I wanted from literature 
was a mirror of my experiences. What I wanted was a mirror of my feelings, and that I 
found in poetry... Metapbor, not mimesis [imitation, mimicryl, was my realm. 

Helen Vendler (Soul Says: On Recent Poetry 31) 

Poetry defies any definition. What is poetry? Poetry relates to language as music relates 

to noise. It is language made special, so that it will be remembered and valued. Poetry 

is a genre of literature that evokes a concentrated imaginative awareness of experience 

or a specific emotional response through language chosen and arranged for its meaning, 

sound, and rhythm. Poetry is a vast subjcct, as old as history and older, prescent wherever 

religion is present, and possiblyunder some definitions-the primal and primary form 

of languages themsclves. 

In the enchanting world of literature, poetry stands as a radiant gem, casting its 

luminous aura over the hearts and minds of those who dare to immerse themselves in 

its depths. This journey takes us through the realms of what poetry is, a brief historical 

overview, the various genres of poetry, and the essential elements that give life to poetic 

verses, including metre and rhythm. The current chapter aims to provide a broad and 

generalized description of specific attributes associated with poetry and the cognitive 

processes related to poetic thinking, considering them as modes of thought that can be 

considered somewhat distinct from other mental processes. 

Poetry is the other way of using language. Perhaps in some hypothetical beginning of 

things it was the only way of using language or simply was language tout court (quite short), 

prose being the derivative and younger rival. It is commonly asserted that both poetry 

and language were intertwined with carly agricultural societies, often attributed to ritualistic 

practices. There is a specific assertion that poetry, in its initial manifestation, took the form 

of enchanting incantations recited with the aim of ensuring bountiful harvests. However, 

this conjecture, while intriguing, obscures a crucial distinction: as the concept of "poems" 

began to crystallize as distinct objects, recognizable for their poetic qualitics, these creations 
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16 
JAMES JoYcE's AEsTHETIc ODYssEY: 
RECONTEXTUALIZING THE READER's 

ENCOUNTER WITH FINNEGANS WAKE 

DR ARINDAM GHOSH 

James Joyce's Finnegans Wake is a notoriously difficult 
Rnd obscure literary work and the fact that adjectives such 
As "unreadable," "unapproachable," even "inscrutable" seem 
inadequate to describe the complexity of the language is an 
indication that, perhaps more than any other, this is a book that 
demands a process of negotiation between the text and its readers. 
In this paper, I will try to use Joyce's own aesthetic theories as a 
framework to trace the reader's progression through three stages 
of apprehension--Integritas, Consonantia, and Claritas-and 
monitors how the reader mediates between private and communal 
associations, while reading Finnegans Wake. This paper will also 
try to demonstrate that the relationship between the text and its reader is at once personal and collaborative and that reading Finnegans Wake is a peculiarly creative process. It establishes parallels between the processes of production and apprehension In order to explore how the aesthetic experience of the reader mirrors that of the writer. 

According to Stephen Dedalus in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, a work of art is moved through three forms during IS production. These forms are: the lyrical, the epical and the dramatic. Stephen goes on to explain the power relationship between a work of art ("an image") and "the mind or senses of the artist himself and the mind or senses of others" (Portrait 232) within a community this way: ...you will see that art necessarily divides itself into three forms progrressing from one to the next. These forms are: the lyrical form, the form wherein the artist presents his image in immediate relation to himself, the epical form, the form 
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6 
DISRUPTING THE BoRDERLINES OF REAL AND 

UNREAL THROUGH CULTURAL SYNCRETISM: 
REIMAGINING HIsTORY, MEMORY, AND 
TRADITION IN SALMAN RUSHDIE's THE 

ENCHANTRESS OF FLORENCE 

DR ARINDAM GHOSH 

Introduction: Blending History with Fantasy 

He needed to connect those worlds to the very different world 

in which he had made his life. He was beginning to see that 

this, rather than India and Pakistan or politics or magic realism, 

would be his real subject [...] the great matter of how the world 

joined up, not only how the East flowed into the West and the 

West into the East, but how the past shaped the present while 

the present changed our understanding of the past, and how 

the imagined world, the location of dreams, art, invention and, 

yes, belief, leaked across the frontier that separated it from 

the everyday, 'real' place in which human beings mistakenly 

believed they lived. (Joseph Anton: A Memoir 68-69) 

Salman Rushdie's unwavering preoccupation with the 

authenticity of historical representation is unequivocally evident in 

the above-mentioned excerpt. He has consistently endeavoured 

to defend the intricate link between his writings and the tangible 

world. It is his perpetual endeavour to emphasize that his texts 

often incorporate truth, which is frequently misconstrued as 

enchantment. Rushdie's transparency reaches its zenith in his 

autobiographical work, Joseph Anton: A Memoir (2012), wherein 
he not only explores historical connections but also delves into 

the interplay of geography. This raises a significant inquiry: Does 
literature, for Rushdie, serve as a realm where all the elements 

harmonize, where reality and imagination coexist, contradictions 
dissolve, and the past converges with the present? Or is it a 
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domain of pure amusement, or perhaps both? One plausible "Foreword" to 
response can be found in Kenan Malik's 

acclaimed compilation on Rushdie's oeuvre, meticulously edite 
"the truth that emerges from Rushdie's writing is the truth of he 

by Robert Eaglestone and Martin McQuillan. Malik argues that 

experience of that in-between world, the world of migration and 
mélange, belonging to more than one place, multiple rather than singular" (Eaglestone and McQuillan, vii). 

the highy 

Salman Rushdie's novels exhibit a remarkable utilization of 

history and memory, skilfully interwoven with the literary technique of magic realism. By blending historical events and personal 
memories with fantastical elements, Rushdie challenges traditional 

interpretations of the past and explores the subjective Dature 
memory. In his renowned work Midnight's s Children, Rushdie fuses 

the historical backdrop of India's independence with magical 
elements, such as the extraordinary powers possessed by the 

protagonist Saleem Sinai and how he established telepathie 
communications by hearing the voices of the children bon like 

him in the midnight hour of India's independence. Similarly, in The 
Satanic Verses, Rushdie delves into the malleability of memory 
through the experiences of the two protagonists, Gibreel Farishta 
and Saladin Chamcha. The novel juxtaposes their fragmented 
and subjective recollections with surreal episodes, blurring the 
boundaries between reality and imagination. By employing magic 
realism, Rushdie constructsa narrative that challenges the notion 
of a singular historical truth, inviting readers to question the 
reliability of memory and the constructed nature of personal ano 
collective histories. 

Within Salman Rushdie's literary repertoire, his ninth novel, 

The Enchantress of Florence (2008), emerges as a masterul 

tapestry. It intricately entwines multiple layers, centers, and 

voices, blurring the demarcation between historical OCcurrences 

and astonishing escapades, thereby eluding any 
definitive 

demarcation between reality and 
against 

the backdrop of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, this work 

stands as a "historical novel" that reflects not only the paast but 

also resonates with the sensibilities and concerns of 
contemporary 

society "before the real and unreal were segregated 
forever and 

doomed to live apart under different monarchs and 
separate legal 

Imagination. Unfolding 

systems" (The Enchantress of Florence 324). 
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❖ ABSTRACT: 
The present paper is aimed to investigate specifically the nature and types of stone beads so far 
reported from Mathura region during the Kushana period. The data used for this paper are primarily 
the published records from excavations of Mathura and Sonkh, and author’s general observation on 

stone beads from Mathura kept in the Reserved Collection of the Archaeological Survey of India, 
Purana Qlia, New Delhi. However, absence of detailed excavation report of Mathura excavation 
constrains us to give a complete picture of the same.  
 
Keywords: Mathura, Kushana Period, Archaeological Survey of India, Excavation, Semi-precious 
stones, Beads.  
 
The modern city of Mathura lies on the right bank of the river Yamuna, is the headquarter of the district 
(27⁰14ˮ-27⁰58ˮ N/77⁰17ˮ -78⁰12ˮ E) with identical name. The district is bounded in the north-west by 
Gurgaon district of Punjab, in the north-east and east by Aligarh of Uttar Pradesh, Agra in the south and 
Bharatpur district in west. It was a well-known political centre of the early centuries of the Christian era, 
and acted as a nodal point in the inter-regional and international trade and commerce. For more than a 
century, the region received special attention by several historians and archaeologists for the 
reconstruction of its historical identity and association with the mainstream history of the Indian sub-
continent. The city of Mathura is also variously mentioned in the ancient Brahmanical, Buddhist and 
Jain texts.  
 
 Prior to independence, explorations and trial excavations were carried out in different sites of 
Mathura region under the initiatives of Sir Alexander Cunningham, F.S.Growse, Bhagwanlal Indraji, A. 
Fuhrer, Pandit Radhakrishna, Hilary Waddington, Stuart Piggot and others. In the post-independence 
period, M. Venkataramyya and B. Saran of the Archaeological Survey of India (henceforth ASI) first 
conducted a small-scale excavation near Sri Krishna Janamsthan or Katra in 1954-55. This excavation 
unfolded a cultural sequence ranging from c. 6th century BCE- c. 6th century CE (Indian Archaeology-A 
Review 1954-55:15-16). After that. In 1973-77, under the leadership of Shri M.C. Joshi, ASI conducted 
excavation at fourteen sites in side Mathura city and as a result of these excavations; a five-phase 
cultural sequence ranging from c. 6th century BCE- c. 6th century CE has been revealed (Indian 
Archaeology-A Review 1973-74:30-32; 1974-75:48-50; 1975-76:53-55; 1976-77:54-55). Period IV (c. 
1st to 3rd century CE) dated to the Saka-Kushana times, witnessed major structural activities like use of 


